
Whispers on the Desert Wind: Unraveling the
Enigmatic Charm of Grafton, Vermont
Prologue: A Literary Oasis in the Heart of New England

Nestled amidst the rolling hills of southern Vermont, Grafton is a
picturesque village that has long captivated the imaginations of writers,
artists, and dreamers. Its allure stems from a unique blend of history,
natural beauty, and a vibrant creative community. In her captivating book,
"Whispers on the Desert Wind," author Judith Moffett invites readers on a
literary pilgrimage to Grafton, revealing its hidden gems, eccentric
characters, and the profound impact it has had on the world of literature
and art.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of an Art Colony

The roots of Grafton's literary and artistic legacy can be traced back to the
late 19th century, when a group of artists and writers, seeking respite from
the hustle and bustle of city life, flocked to the village. Among them were
the prominent American artist, Augustus Saint-Gaudens, and his wife,
Augusta Homer. Together, they established an art colony that would
become a hub of creativity and inspiration.

Saint-Gaudens's studio, located in a former barn, became a gathering
place for artists, writers, and intellectuals. Here, they shared ideas,
collaborated on projects, and sought solace in the tranquility of the Vermont
countryside. The colony's reputation grew, attracting notable figures such
as writer Willa Cather, painter Maxfield Parrish, and sculptor Daniel Chester
French.
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Chapter 2: The Village's Eccentric Characters

One of the most captivating aspects of Grafton is its cast of quirky and
unforgettable characters. Moffett introduces us to a colorful array of
individuals who have left an indelible mark on the village's history and
folklore. There's Miss Gwendolyn Hitt, the eccentric schoolteacher who
became the model for Willa Cather's character, Ántonia Shimerda. And
then there's George Little, the self-proclaimed "King of Grafton," whose
flamboyant personality and love of storytelling made him a beloved figure in
the community.



Miss Gwendolyn Hitt: The Eccentric Schoolteacher of Grafton

Chapter 3: The Literary Legacy of Grafton

Grafton has played a pivotal role in the development of American literature.
Its natural beauty, combined with the vibrant creative community, has
provided inspiration for countless writers over the years. Willa Cather, who
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spent many summers in Grafton, immortalized the village in her classic
novel, "My Ántonia." Other notable writers who have been drawn to Grafton
include Dorothy Canfield Fisher, Sinclair Lewis, and John Cheever.

In addition to its literary heritage, Grafton has also been a haven for artists.
Helen Frankenthaler, a renowned abstract expressionist painter,
maintained a studio in the village, and her work was greatly influenced by
the surrounding landscape. Sculptors such as Paul Manship and Ibram
Lassaw also found inspiration in Grafton, creating public artworks that
grace the village's streets and parks.

Chapter 4: Exploring Grafton Today

For visitors who wish to experience the charm of Grafton firsthand, Moffett
provides an insider's guide to the village's hidden gems and must-see
attractions. Readers can stroll through the historic Grafton Inn, where Willa
Cather and other literary giants once dined and conversed. They can visit
the Saint-Gaudens National Historical Park, where they can admire the
artist's impressive sculptures and immerse themselves in the history of the
art colony.



Epilogue: The Enduring Spirit of Grafton

As Moffett concludes her literary journey through Grafton, she reflects on
the enduring spirit of the village. Despite the passage of time, Grafton
continues to inspire and captivate those who visit its shores. Its unique
blend of history, natural beauty, and a vibrant creative community ensures
that the whispers on the desert wind will continue to echo for generations to
come.

"Whispers on the Desert Wind" is a captivating and insightful exploration of
the enigmatic charm of Grafton, Vermont. Through her vivid prose and
meticulous research, Judith Moffett invites readers to discover the village's
rich history, its quirky characters, and its profound impact on the world of
literature and art. Whether you're a seasoned traveler, a lover of literature,
or simply someone who appreciates the hidden gems of New England, this
book is sure to enchant and inspire.
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