
The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace
Research: A Comprehensive Guide
The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is a groundbreaking
and comprehensive collection of essays that examines the intersections of
gender, peace, and conflict. Edited by Laura J. Shepherd and Jackie Smith,
the handbook brings together leading scholars and practitioners from
around the world to offer a diverse range of perspectives on feminist peace
research. This article aims to provide a comprehensive overview of the
handbook, including its key concepts, contributions, and implications for the
field of peace studies.
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Key Concepts

Feminism Feminist peace research is grounded in the belief that gender
inequality and violence are root causes of conflict and war. Feminists argue
that women's experiences and perspectives are essential for understanding
and addressing the causes of conflict and for building sustainable peace.
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Intersectionality Feminist peace research recognizes that gender
intersects with other forms of oppression, such as race, class, and
sexuality. This intersectionality means that women experience conflict and
violence differently depending on their position in society.

Decolonization Feminist peace research also emphasizes the importance
of decolonization, challenging the legacy of colonialism and imperialism
that has shaped global power relations and contributed to conflict and
violence.

Peacebuilding Feminist peace research focuses not only on conflict
prevention and resolution but also on peacebuilding. This includes efforts to
create more just and equitable societies that are free from violence and
oppression.

Contributions to the Field

The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research makes several
significant contributions to the field of peace studies. First, it provides a
comprehensive overview of the state of the art in feminist peace research.
The handbook brings together a wide range of perspectives from leading
scholars and practitioners, offering a nuanced and comprehensive
understanding of the field.

Second, the handbook challenges traditional approaches to peace
research. Feminist peace research critiques the androcentrism and
militarism that have dominated the field, arguing for a more inclusive and
holistic approach to peace and conflict.



Third, the handbook offers practical insights for practitioners working in the
field of peacebuilding. By providing specific examples and case studies, the
handbook shows how feminist principles can be applied to real-world
situations.

Implications for Peace Studies

The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research has several
important implications for the field of peace studies. First, it calls for a more
inclusive and diverse approach to peace research. Feminist peace
research insists that the voices of women and other marginalized groups
be heard and included in the analysis of conflict and peace.

Second, the handbook emphasizes the importance of intersectionality in
understanding conflict and peace. By analyzing how gender intersects with
other forms of oppression, feminist peace research offers a more nuanced
understanding of the causes and consequences of conflict.

Third, the handbook challenges the traditional focus on state-centric
peacebuilding. Feminist peace research argues that peacebuilding must
also focus on grassroots initiatives and local communities, where women
often play a vital role.

The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is an essential
resource for scholars and practitioners in the field of peace studies. It
provides a comprehensive overview of the key concepts, contributions, and
implications of feminist peace research. By offering a more inclusive and
nuanced understanding of conflict and peace, feminist peace research has
the potential to make a significant contribution to the field of peace studies
and to the creation of a more just and peaceful world.
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