
The Man Who Would Be King: A Tale of
Adventure, Ambition, and the Perils of Power
The Man Who Would Be King is a classic adventure novel by Rudyard
Kipling. It tells the story of two former British soldiers, Daniel Dravot and
Peachey Carnehan, who journey into Kafiristan, a remote and mountainous
region in Afghanistan, and attempt to establish themselves as kings. The
novel is a thrilling tale of adventure, ambition, and the perils of power.
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Dravot and Carnehan are two soldiers of fortune who have served in the
British army in India. After the war, they are left unemployed and restless.
They decide to seek their fortune in Kafiristan, a remote and unexplored
region that is said to be rich in gold and jewels. The two men travel to
Kafiristan and quickly gain the trust of the local people. They teach the
people how to fight and how to build fortifications. They also establish a
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system of justice and order. The people of Kafiristan are grateful to Dravot
and Carnehan and they soon declare them to be their kings.

Dravot and Carnehan rule Kafiristan for several years. They are successful
in bringing peace and prosperity to the region. However, their rule is not
without its challenges. The British government is suspicious of their
activities and they send an expedition to Kafiristan to investigate. Dravot
and Carnehan are able to defeat the expedition, but they know that the
British will not give up. They decide to flee Kafiristan and to seek refuge in
another country. They travel to India, but they are captured by the British
authorities. They are tried for treason and sentenced to death.

The Man Who Would Be King is a tragic story. It is a story of two men who
are driven by ambition and who ultimately fail in their quest for power. The
novel is a cautionary tale about the dangers of overreaching oneself. It is
also a story about the importance of friendship and loyalty.

Characters

The Man Who Would Be King features a cast of memorable and complex
characters. The two main characters, Daniel Dravot and Peachey
Carnehan, are both flawed and sympathetic. They are both driven by
ambition and they are both willing to take risks. However, they are also
loyal to each other and they are willing to sacrifice themselves for each
other.

Other important characters in the novel include:

Rusool, a Muslim guide who helps Dravot and Carnehan travel to
Kafiristan



Biharilal, a Hindu trader who provides Dravot and Carnehan with
supplies

Colonel Lurgan, the leader of the British expedition to Kafiristan

Themes

The Man Who Would Be King explores a number of important themes,
including:

Ambition: Dravot and Carnehan are both driven by ambition. They
want to be kings and they are willing to do whatever it takes to achieve
their goal.

Power: Dravot and Carnehan achieve their goal of becoming kings,
but they soon learn that power is a dangerous thing. They must
constantly be on guard against their enemies and they must be willing
to use force to maintain their rule.

Friendship: Dravot and Carnehan are loyal friends. They are willing to
sacrifice themselves for each other and they support each other
through thick and thin.

Setting

The Man Who Would Be King is set in Kafiristan, a remote and
mountainous region in Afghanistan. Kafiristan is a harsh and unforgiving
environment. The people of Kafiristan are fiercely independent and they are
suspicious of outsiders. Dravot and Carnehan must overcome many
challenges in order to gain the trust of the local people and to establish
themselves as kings.

Literary Significance



The Man Who Would Be King is a classic adventure novel. It is a thrilling
tale of adventure, ambition, and the perils of power. The novel has been
praised for its vivid characters, its exciting plot, and its beautiful language.
The Man Who Would Be King is a must-read for fans of adventure fiction
and historical fiction.

Adaptations

The Man Who Would Be King has been adapted into several films and
television shows. The most famous adaptation is the 1975 film starring
Sean Connery and Michael Caine. The film is a faithful adaptation of the
novel and it captures the spirit of adventure and the perils of power.

The Man Who Would Be King is a classic adventure novel that has stood
the test of time. It is a thrilling tale of adventure, ambition, and the perils of
power. The novel is a must-read for fans of adventure fiction and historical
fiction.
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The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is a
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Unveiling the Lyrical Mastery of Henri Cole's
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In the realm of contemporary poetry, Henri Cole's "Blizzard Poems"
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