
Study Guide for Tom Stoppard's Arcadia:
Course Hero Study Guides
Tom Stoppard's Arcadia is a complex and thought-provoking play that
explores the nature of time, truth, and reality. The play is set in two different
time periods: the present day and the early 19th century. The two time
periods are connected by a series of characters and events, and the play
explores the ways in which the past and present are interconnected.

This study guide will provide you with the tools you need to understand the
play and write a successful essay about it. The guide includes a summary
of the play, a character analysis, a discussion of the play's themes, and a
sample essay prompt.

Arcadia is set in the present day and the early 19th century. The play
follows the lives of two families: the Coverlys and the Chatters. The
Coverlys are a wealthy family who live in a large country house called
Sidley Park. The Chatters are a family of scholars who live in a cottage on
the Coverlys' estate.
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In the present day, the Coverlys are hosting a party for their friends and
family. Among the guests are Bernard Nightingale, a young tutor who is
working on a biography of the 19th-century poet Lord Byron, and Hannah
Jarvis, a young woman who is interested in the history of Sidley Park.

During the party, Bernard and Hannah discover a mysterious manuscript in
the library. The manuscript contains a series of letters that were written by
Lord Byron and his lover, Lady Caroline Lamb. The letters reveal that Lord
Byron had an affair with Lady Caroline while he was staying at Sidley Park
in the early 19th century.

Bernard and Hannah's discovery sets off a chain of events that leads to the
uncovering of a long-hidden secret about the Coverlys' family history. The
secret is revealed in the play's final scene, and it has a profound impact on
the lives of the characters.

Arcadia features a large cast of characters, each of whom has their own
unique personality and motivations. The following is a brief analysis of
some of the play's most important characters:

Septimus Hodge: Septimus is a tutor to the Coverlys' children. He is a
kind and gentle man who is passionate about his work. Septimus is
also a bit of a dreamer, and he often gets lost in his own thoughts.

Thomasina Coverly: Thomasina is the Coverlys' daughter. She is a
bright and curious young woman who is interested in everything from
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science to poetry. Thomasina is also a bit of a tomboy, and she enjoys
spending time outdoors.

Lady Caroline Lamb: Lady Caroline is a young woman who is
married to Lord Melbourne. She is a passionate and intelligent woman
who is deeply in love with Lord Byron. Lady Caroline is also a bit of a
rebel, and she is not afraid to speak her mind.

Lord Byron: Lord Byron is a famous poet who is staying at Sidley
Park in the early 19th century. He is a charismatic and magnetic man
who is known for his wit and his sense of adventure. Lord Byron is also
a bit of a scoundrel, and he is not afraid to take risks.

Arcadia explores a number of complex themes, including:

The nature of time: The play explores the nature of time and the ways
in which the past, present, and future are interconnected. The play
also explores the idea of time travel and the possibility of changing the
past.

The nature of truth: The play explores the nature of truth and the
ways in which different people can have different interpretations of the
same events. The play also explores the idea of historical accuracy
and the ways in which history is often rewritten to suit the needs of the
present.

The nature of reality: The play explores the nature of reality and the
ways in which our perceptions can shape our understanding of the
world around us. The play also explores the idea of dreams and the
ways in which they can connect us to other realms of existence.



Write an essay that analyzes the character of Thomasina Coverly. In your
essay, be sure to discuss her personality, her motivations, and her role in
the play.

Tom Stoppard's Arcadia is a complex and thought-provoking play that
explores the nature of time, truth, and reality. This study guide has provided
you with the tools you need to understand the play and write a successful
essay about it.
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