
Study Guide For Dorothy Allison's "Two or
Three Things I Know For Sure"
Dorothy Allison's "Two or Three Things I Know for Sure" is a
groundbreaking and deeply personal memoir that explores the complexities
of family, identity, and the resilience of the human spirit. Published in 1995,
Allison's work is celebrated for its unflinching honesty, lyrical prose, and
profound insights into the human condition. This comprehensive study
guide delves into the various facets of "Two or Three Things I Know for
Sure," providing readers with a rich understanding and appreciation for this
literary masterpiece.
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Character Analysis

Darlene "Bone" Boatwright

Bone is the narrator and protagonist of the memoir. As a child growing up in
a working-class family in South Carolina, she struggles with her identity,
sexuality, and the expectations placed upon her. Bone's resilience and
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determination to carve out her own path are central themes throughout the
book.

Virgil Boatwright

Bone's father is a proud and hardworking man who believes in traditional
gender roles. His strained relationship with Bone highlights the generational
gap and conflicting values within the family.

Inez Boatwright

Bone's mother is a loving and supportive figure who provides a sense of
stability in Bone's life. Her struggles with poverty, illness, and domestic
violence underscore the challenges faced by women in the rural South.

Lelah Foster

Lelah is Bone's mentor and a strong female role model. A nurse and
lesbian, Lelah helps Bone embrace her true self and navigate the
complexities of adulthood.

Themes

Family Dynamics

Allison explores the complexities of family relationships, portraying both
their love and dysfunction. The Boatwrights are a family bound by poverty
and a shared sense of survival, but their struggles often lead to tension and
conflict.

Identity and Sexuality

Bone's journey of self-discovery is a central focus of the memoir. As she
grapples with her lesbian identity and the prejudices she encounters, she



challenges societal norms and seeks to define herself on her own terms.

Resilience and Survival

Despite the hardships she faces, Bone remains strong and resilient. Her
ability to overcome adversity and find meaning in her life is a testament to
the human spirit's capacity for survival and growth.

Cultural Context

"Two or Three Things I Know for Sure" is deeply rooted in the cultural and
social landscape of the rural South. Allison captures the region's unique
dialect, customs, and values, providing readers with a vivid sense of place
and time.

Literary Analysis

Narrative Style

Allison's writing is characterized by its lyrical and evocative prose. She
uses sensory details and vivid imagery to create a deeply immersive and
emotionally resonant narrative.

Structure

The memoir is organized into three sections, each focusing on a different
aspect of Bone's life. This structure allows Allison to explore multiple
themes and characters while maintaining a cohesive narrative arc.

Language and Symbolism

Allison's use of language is precise and poetic, employing metaphors and
symbols to convey complex emotions and ideas. Her skillful use of imagery



creates a rich and evocative tapestry that enhances the reader's
experience.

Discussion Questions

1. How does Bone's childhood experiences shape her identity and choices
as an adult? 2. Discuss the ways in which gender roles and sexuality are
explored in the memoir. 3. How does Allison's portrayal of family dynamics
reflect the complexities of real-life families? 4. Analyze the significance of
the rural Southern setting in the novel. 5. Discuss the literary devices and
techniques that Allison employs to create a powerful and immersive
narrative.

Dorothy Allison's "Two or Three Things I Know for Sure" is a profound and
deeply moving memoir that continues to resonate with readers today. Its
honest portrayal of family, identity, and the human experience makes it a
truly transformative literary work. This study guide has provided an in-depth
exploration of the novel's characters, themes, literary analysis, and
discussion questions, offering readers a comprehensive understanding and
appreciation for this literary masterpiece. Whether you are a student, a
book club member, or an avid reader, "Two or Three Things I Know for
Sure" is a not-to-be-missed literary experience that will stay with you long
after you finish its final pages.
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The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is a
groundbreaking and comprehensive collection of essays that examines
the intersections of...

Unveiling the Lyrical Mastery of Henri Cole's
"Blizzard Poems"
In the realm of contemporary poetry, Henri Cole's "Blizzard Poems"
stands as a testament to the transformative power of language and
imagery. Through a...
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