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Joseph Bruchac's novel, Standing In The Rainbow, is a powerful and
moving exploration of the themes of love, acceptance, and the power of
community. The novel tells the story of a young Native American boy
named Jimmy, who comes to terms with his sexuality and finds acceptance
in his community of Elmwood Springs.

Jimmy is a sensitive and artistic boy who loves to draw and write. He is
also deeply spiritual and connected to the natural world. As he grows older,
Jimmy begins to realize that he is attracted to other boys. This realization
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fills him with shame and confusion, as he has been taught that
homosexuality is wrong.

Jimmy's struggle with his sexuality is compounded by the fact that he is
living in a small, conservative community. Many of the people in Elmwood
Springs are prejudiced against homosexuals, and Jimmy fears that if he
comes out, he will be rejected by his family and friends.

Despite his fears, Jimmy eventually decides to come out to his parents.
They are initially shocked and disappointed, but they eventually come to
accept and love Jimmy for who he is. Jimmy's coming out also has a ripple
effect on the community of Elmwood Springs. Many people begin to
question their own prejudices, and the community becomes more accepting
of LGBTQ+ people.

Standing In The Rainbow is a powerful and moving story about the
importance of love, acceptance, and community. The novel is a must-read
for anyone who is interested in the experience of LGBTQ+ people in rural
America.

The Importance of Love and Acceptance

One of the most important themes in Standing In The Rainbow is the
importance of love and acceptance. Jimmy is fortunate to have a
supportive family and community who love and accept him for who he is.
This love and acceptance helps Jimmy to come to terms with his sexuality
and to live an authentic life.

The novel also shows the importance of love and acceptance for LGBTQ+
people in general. In a world that is often hostile to LGBTQ+ people, it is



essential to have people in our lives who love and accept us for who we
are. This love and acceptance can help us to overcome the challenges we
face and to live our lives to the fullest.

The Power of Community

Another important theme in Standing In The Rainbow is the power of
community. Jimmy's community of Elmwood Springs is a close-knit group
of people who care about each other. When Jimmy comes out, the
community rallies around him and supports him. This support helps Jimmy
to feel safe and accepted, and it gives him the strength to face the
challenges he faces.

The novel shows the power of community for LGBTQ+ people in general.
In a world that can be hostile to LGBTQ+ people, it is essential to have a
community of people who support and accept us. This community can
provide us with the love, acceptance, and strength we need to overcome
the challenges we face and to live our lives to the fullest.

Standing In The Rainbow is a powerful and moving novel that explores the
important themes of love, acceptance, and community. The novel is a
must-read for anyone who is interested in the experience of LGBTQ+
people in rural America.
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