
Provin Up: The Land Run Of 1889
The Land Run of 1889 was a pivotal moment in American history, marking
the settlement of the Oklahoma Territory and the fulfillment of the dreams of
thousands of homesteaders. On April 22, 1889, the gates to the
Unassigned Lands were opened, and a surge of humanity poured into the
territory, eager to claim their share of the promised land.

The Opening
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At exactly noon on that fateful day, the sound of rifle shots echoed across
the border, signaling the start of the race for land. Over 100,000 people had
gathered at the starting line, each hoping to be the first to stake their claim.
With a thunderous roar, the crowd surged forward, a chaotic mass of
horses, wagons, and determined settlers.
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Chaos reigned as the settlers rushed into the territory, desperate to secure
the best land. Some rode ahead on horseback, while others raced in
wagons or on foot. A thick cloud of dust enveloped the landscape,
obscuring the path and turning the scene into a surreal whirlwind.

Claiming the Land

The homesteaders faced a daunting task once they entered the territory.
They had to establish their claims, build homes, and begin farming in order
to prove up their land. This meant clearing the land, planting crops, and
raising livestock.

The first step was to stake a claim by placing a stake or marker at each
corner of the 160-acre parcel they desired. Once the claim was
established, the homesteader had to live on the land for at least five years
and make improvements, such as building a house, planting crops, or
fencing the property.

Challenges and Hardships

Life on the frontier was not for the faint of heart. The homesteaders faced
numerous challenges, including harsh weather, disease, and attacks by
Native Americans. The land was often rugged and unforgiving, requiring
hard labor and determination to tame it.

In addition, the homesteaders lacked many of the amenities they were
accustomed to in the East. They lived in simple log cabins or sod houses
and had to provide for their own food, water, and shelter. Medical care was
scarce, and many settlers died from preventable illnesses.



**Proving Up

After five years of living on the land and making improvements, the
homesteaders could apply to the Land Office to prove up their claim. They
had to present evidence of their residency, cultivation of the land, and
construction of permanent structures.

Once the claim was proven up, the homesteader received a patent for the
land, giving them full ownership of the property. This was a major milestone
for the settlers, as it represented the culmination of years of hard work and
sacrifice.

The Legacy

The Land Run of 1889 had a lasting impact on Oklahoma and the United
States. It opened up millions of acres of land to settlement and helped to
shape the demographics and culture of the region. The homesteaders who
proved up their claims became the foundation of Oklahoma's rural
communities.

The Land Run also served as a testament to the determination and spirit of
the American people. It was a time when ordinary people from all walks of
life came together to build a better future for themselves and their families.

Proving up the land in the Land Run of 1889 was a challenging but
rewarding experience for the thousands of homesteaders who made the
journey to Oklahoma. Through their hard work, perseverance, and
unwavering determination, they helped to create a thriving and prosperous
state. The legacy of the Land Run continues to inspire generations of
Oklahomans and Americans alike.



Image Descriptions

Image 1: A black-and-white photograph of a crowd of settlers gathered
at the starting line of the Land Run of 1889. (Alt attribute: Settlers
gathered at the starting line of the Land Run of 1889.)

Image 2: A color photograph of a homesteader standing in front of his
newly built log cabin. (Alt attribute: Homesteader standing in front of
his log cabin.)

Image 3: A color photograph of a group of homesteaders plowing a
field. (Alt attribute: Homesteaders plowing a field.)

Image 4: A color photograph of a group of homesteaders gathered
around a campfire. (Alt attribute: Homesteaders gathered around a
campfire.)
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