
Organ Grinder Classical Education Gone
Astray
Classical education is a time-honored approach to learning that has been
used for centuries. It is based on the idea that students should study the
great works of literature, history, and philosophy in order to develop their
minds and become well-rounded individuals. Classical education is often
contrasted with modern education, which is more focused on teaching
students practical skills and knowledge that will help them succeed in the
workforce.
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Arguments for Classical Education

There are a number of arguments in favor of classical education. First,
proponents of classical education argue that it provides students with a
strong foundation in the liberal arts. The liberal arts are those subjects that
are considered essential for a well-rounded education, such as literature,
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history, philosophy, mathematics, and science. Classical education
emphasizes the study of these subjects because they believe that they are
essential for developing critical thinking skills, problem-solving skills, and
creativity.

Second, proponents of classical education argue that it helps students to
develop a deep understanding of the human condition. By studying the
great works of literature, history, and philosophy, students are able to learn
about the human experience and to develop a greater understanding of
themselves and others. This understanding can help students to make
better decisions, to live more fulfilling lives, and to contribute to society in a
meaningful way.

Third, proponents of classical education argue that it prepares students for
success in college and beyond. The skills that students develop through
classical education, such as critical thinking, problem-solving, and
creativity, are essential for success in higher education and in the
workforce. In addition, the knowledge that students gain through classical
education provides them with a strong foundation for lifelong learning.

Arguments Against Classical Education

There are also a number of arguments against classical education. First,
critics of classical education argue that it is outdated and no longer relevant
in today's world. They argue that the world has changed a lot since the
days when classical education was developed, and that the skills that
students need to succeed today are different than the skills that they would
learn through classical education.



Second, critics of classical education argue that it is too narrow and does
not provide students with the skills that they need to succeed in the 21st
century workforce. They argue that classical education focuses too much
on the study of the liberal arts and not enough on the study of practical
skills, such as technology and digital literacy.

Third, critics of classical education argue that it is elitist and only accessible
to a small number of students. They argue that classical education is often
only offered at private schools and that it is too expensive for most families
to afford. This makes it difficult for students from low-income families to
access classical education and to benefit from its potential benefits.

The debate over classical education is a complex one with no easy
answers. There are valid arguments both for and against classical
education, and it is ultimately up to parents and students to decide whether
or not it is the right approach to learning for them. However, it is important
to remember that classical education is a time-honored approach to
learning that has been used for centuries, and that it has produced many
successful and well-rounded individuals. While classical education may not
be the right approach for everyone, it is certainly a valuable approach to
learning that should be continued to be used.
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