
Introduction to Intersectional Qualitative
Research
Intersectional qualitative research is a research approach that examines
the ways in which multiple forms of social inequality, such as race, gender,
class, and sexual orientation, intersect to shape people's experiences. This
approach is based on the premise that these social categories are not
mutually exclusive, but rather interact with each other in complex ways to
create unique and often marginalized experiences.

Intersectional qualitative research has emerged as a powerful tool for
understanding the experiences of marginalized populations, such as
women of color, LGBTQ+ people, and people with disabilities. By
examining the intersections of these social categories, researchers can
gain a more nuanced understanding of the challenges and opportunities
faced by these populations.

The key principles of intersectional qualitative research include:
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Intersecting identities: Intersectional qualitative research recognizes
that people have multiple social identities that interact with each other
to shape their experiences. For example, a woman of color may
experience different forms of discrimination based on her race and
gender.

Power dynamics: Intersectional qualitative research acknowledges
that social identities are not equal, and that some groups have more
power and privilege than others. This power imbalance can shape the
experiences of marginalized populations.

Marginalization: Intersectional qualitative research focuses on the
experiences of marginalized populations, who are often overlooked or
excluded from traditional research. This research approach aims to
give voice to these populations and to understand their experiences.

Intersectional qualitative research can be used to study a wide range of
topics, including:

The experiences of marginalized populations

The impact of social inequality on health, education, and other
outcomes

The development of policies and programs that are inclusive of
marginalized populations

This research approach has been used to make significant contributions to
our understanding of social justice issues, and it continues to be a valuable
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tool for researchers who are committed to creating a more equitable
society.

Intersectional qualitative research raises a number of important ethical
considerations, including:

Confidentiality: Researchers must take steps to protect the
confidentiality of their participants, especially when they are studying
marginalized populations who may be at risk of discrimination or
violence.

Informed consent: Researchers must obtain informed consent from
their participants before conducting research. This means that
participants must be fully informed about the purpose of the research,
the risks and benefits of participation, and their right to withdraw from
the study at any time.

Cultural sensitivity: Researchers must be culturally sensitive when
conducting research with marginalized populations. This means that
researchers must be aware of the cultural norms and values of their
participants, and they must conduct research in a way that is respectful
and inclusive.

Intersectional qualitative research is a powerful tool for understanding the
experiences of marginalized populations and for creating a more just and
equitable society. By examining the intersections of social inequality,
researchers can gain a more nuanced understanding of the challenges and
opportunities faced by these populations. Intersectional qualitative research
is a valuable tool for researchers who are committed to social justice, and it
continues to be a growing field of study.
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