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Information and Legislative Organization: Michigan Studies in Political
Analysis is a book written by political scientists Warren Miller and Donald
Stokes. It was first published in 1963 and has since become a classic work
in the field of legislative studies. The book examines the role of information
in the decision-making process of legislators.

Miller and Stokes argue that legislators are not simply pawns of their
constituents or party leaders. Rather, they are active decision-makers who
use information to make choices about how to vote. The book provides a
detailed analysis of the sources of information that legislators rely on, the
factors that influence how they use information, and the consequences of
their decisions for the legislative process.

Sources of Information
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Miller and Stokes identify four main sources of information for legislators:

1. Constituents: Legislators receive a great deal of information from
their constituents, both through direct contact and through the media.
This information can include feedback on the legislator's performance,
requests for assistance, and opinions on policy issues.

2. Party leaders: Party leaders provide legislators with information about
the party's platform, the party's legislative agenda, and the party's
position on specific issues. This information can help legislators to
make decisions about how to vote on legislation.

3. Interest groups: Interest groups provide legislators with information
about the consequences of proposed legislation for their members.
This information can help legislators to make decisions about how to
vote on legislation.

4. Experts: Legislators often consult with experts to get information
about the technical aspects of proposed legislation. This information
can help legislators to make informed decisions about how to vote on
legislation.

Factors Influencing the Use of Information

Miller and Stokes identify several factors that can influence how legislators
use information. These factors include:

1. Ideology: A legislator's ideology can influence how they use
information. For example, a conservative legislator is more likely to rely
on information from conservative sources, while a liberal legislator is
more likely to rely on information from liberal sources.



2. Constituency: A legislator's constituency can also influence how they
use information. For example, a legislator who represents a district
with a large number of farmers is more likely to rely on information
from agricultural groups.

3. Party affiliation: A legislator's party affiliation can also influence how
they use information. For example, a Democrat is more likely to rely on
information from Democratic sources, while a Republican is more likely
to rely on information from Republican sources.

4. Committee assignments: A legislator's committee assignments can
also influence how they use information. For example, a legislator who
serves on the Education Committee is more likely to rely on
information from educational groups.

5. Time constraints: Legislators are often under a great deal of time
pressure. This can make it difficult for them to fully consider all of the
information that is available to them.

Consequences of Decisions

The decisions that legislators make about how to use information can have
a significant impact on the legislative process. For example, a legislator
who relies heavily on information from constituents may be more
responsive to the needs of their constituents. However, a legislator who
relies heavily on information from party leaders may be more likely to vote
in line with the party's platform. Ultimately, the decisions that legislators
make about how to use information can affect the outcomes of legislation
and the overall functioning of the legislative process.

Information and Legislative Organization: Michigan Studies in Political
Analysis is a seminal work in the field of legislative studies. The book



provides a detailed analysis of the role of information in the decision-
making process of legislators. Miller and Stokes's work has had a profound
impact on our understanding of how legislators make choices and how
those choices affect the legislative process.
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