
Hedgehogs: Information and Interesting Facts
for Kids
Hedgehogs are small, nocturnal mammals covered in sharp spines. They
are found in Europe, Asia, and Africa. Hedgehogs are insectivores, and
their diet consists mainly of insects, worms, and snails. Hedgehogs are
solitary animals, and they typically only come together to mate. Hedgehogs
are good swimmers, and they can also climb trees. Hedgehogs are not
endangered, but their populations are declining in some areas due to
habitat loss and predation.
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Physical Appearance

Hedgehogs are typically 5-12 inches long and weigh 1-2 pounds. They
have a round body, short legs, and a pointed snout. Hedgehogs are
covered in sharp spines that protect them from predators. The spines are
made of keratin, the same protein that makes up human hair and nails.
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Hedgehogs also have a layer of fur underneath their spines that helps to
insulate them from the cold.

Behavior

Hedgehogs are solitary animals that typically only come together to mate.
They are nocturnal, which means they are most active at night. Hedgehogs
are good swimmers and can also climb trees. Hedgehogs are not territorial,
but they will defend their nests from other hedgehogs.

Diet

Hedgehogs are insectivores, and their diet consists mainly of insects,
worms, and snails. Hedgehogs will also eat other small animals, such as
mice, frogs, and lizards. Hedgehogs need to eat a lot of food to maintain
their weight. A hedgehog can eat up to 100 insects per day.

Reproduction

Hedgehogs typically mate in the spring. The gestation period is about 35
days, and the female hedgehog will give birth to a litter of 4-8 babies. The
babies are born blind and helpless. They will stay with their mother for
about 6 weeks until they are old enough to fend for themselves.

Lifespan

Hedgehogs typically live for 2-5 years in the wild. In captivity, hedgehogs
can live for up to 10 years.

Conservation Status

Hedgehogs are not endangered, but their populations are declining in some
areas due to habitat loss and predation. Hedgehogs are also threatened by



climate change, as their habitat is becoming warmer and drier.

Fun Facts

Hedgehogs are often called "hedgepigs" because of their spiky
appearance.

Hedgehogs can roll into a ball to protect themselves from predators.

Hedgehogs have very poor eyesight, but they have a keen sense of
smell and hearing.

Hedgehogs are very good swimmers.

Hedgehogs can climb trees.

Hedgehogs are not endangered, but their populations are declining in
some areas.

Hedgehogs are fascinating creatures that are a joy to watch. They are
gentle and harmless animals that make great pets. If you are thinking about
getting a pet hedgehog, be sure to do your research first to make sure that
you are providing the proper care for your new friend.
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