
Griswold v. Connecticut: A Comprehensive
Study Guide
Griswold v. Connecticut was a landmark Supreme Court case that legalized
the use of contraceptives for married couples. The case was decided on
June 7, 1965, and it is considered one of the most important decisions in
the history of reproductive rights.
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This study guide will provide an in-depth analysis of Griswold v.
Connecticut. We will discuss the facts of the case, the legal arguments that
were made, and the impact of the decision.

Facts of the Case

The case of Griswold v. Connecticut began in 1961, when Estelle Griswold
and Dr. C. Lee Buxton were arrested for providing contraceptives to
married couples at a Planned Parenthood clinic in New Haven,
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Connecticut. At the time, Connecticut had a law that prohibited the use of
contraceptives.

Griswold and Buxton were convicted of violating the law, and they appealed
their case to the Supreme Court.

Legal Arguments

The legal arguments in Griswold v. Connecticut focused on the issue of
privacy. Griswold and Buxton argued that the Connecticut law violated their
right to privacy, which is protected by the Due Process Clause of the
Fourteenth Amendment.

The state of Connecticut argued that the law was necessary to protect the
health of women and children. The state also argued that the law did not
violate the right to privacy, because it only prohibited the use of
contraceptives for married couples.

The Decision

The Supreme Court ruled in favor of Griswold and Buxton. The Court held
that the Connecticut law violated the right to privacy, which is protected by
the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment.

The Court also held that the right to privacy includes the right to use
contraceptives. The Court reasoned that this right is essential to the marital
relationship and to the personal autonomy of individuals.

Impact of the Decision

The decision in Griswold v. Connecticut had a profound impact on the
development of reproductive rights in the United States. The decision



legalized the use of contraceptives for married couples, and it paved the
way for the legalization of abortion in Roe v. Wade (1973).

The decision also had a significant impact on the right to privacy. The
Griswold decision established that the right to privacy is a fundamental right
that is protected by the Constitution.

Griswold v. Connecticut is a landmark Supreme Court case that had a
profound impact on the development of reproductive rights and the right to
privacy in the United States. The decision legalized the use of
contraceptives for married couples, and it paved the way for the legalization
of abortion. The Griswold decision also established that the right to privacy
is a fundamental right that is protected by the Constitution.

Questions for Discussion

1. What were the facts of the case Griswold v. Connecticut? 2. What were
the legal arguments that were made in the case? 3. How did the Supreme
Court rule in the case? 4. What was the impact of the decision? 5. How
does the Griswold decision relate to the right to privacy?
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