Fashionability, Exhibition Culture, and Gender
Politics

Fashionability is a complex and multifaceted concept that encompasses a
wide range of social, cultural, and economic factors. It is often associated
with the latest trends and styles, but it also has a long and storied history

that is closely intertwined with exhibition culture and gender politics.
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Fashion Exhibitions

Fashion exhibitions have been a popular form of entertainment and
education for centuries. They offer the public a rare opportunity to see up
close the latest designs from the world's most renowned fashion houses.
However, fashion exhibitions are not simply about showcasing beautiful
clothes. They also play an important role in shaping and reflecting cultural
norms and values.
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For example, the "Fashion: The Power of Style" exhibition at the Victoria
and Albert Museum in London explored the relationship between fashion
and power. The exhibition featured over 200 garments from the museum's
collection, ranging from royal robes to haute couture gowns. It examined
how fashion has been used throughout history to express status, identity,
and power.

Another example is the "Gender Bending Fashion" exhibition at the
Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City. This exhibition explored
the history of gender fluidity in fashion, from the early days of cross-
dressing to the contemporary era of genderqueer and non-binary identities.
It featured over 100 garments and accessories that challenged traditional
notions of masculinity and femininity.

Gender Politics

Fashion has always been a gendered phenomenon. Clothing has been
used to differentiate men and women, and to enforce social norms about
their roles and behaviors. Fashion exhibitions have played a key role in
perpetuating these gender norms, but they have also been a site of
resistance and subversion.

For example, the "Women Fashion Power" exhibition at the Musée des Arts
Décoratifs in Paris celebrated the achievements of women in fashion. The
exhibition featured over 200 garments and accessories from the museum's
collection, designed by women from the 18th century to the present day. It
highlighted the important role that women have played in shaping the
history of fashion.



Another example is the "Queer Threads: Crafting Identity and Community"
exhibition at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. This exhibition explored the
history of LGBTQ+ fashion, from the early days of drag to the
contemporary era of genderqueer and non-binary identities. It featured over
100 garments and accessories that challenged traditional notions of gender
and sexuality.

Fashionability, exhibition culture, and gender politics are complex and
interconnected phenomena. Fashion exhibitions play an important role in
shaping and reflecting cultural norms and values, and they have also been
a site of resistance and subversion. By examining the history of fashion
exhibitions, we can gain a better understanding of the complex relationship
between fashion, gender, and power.

Further Reading
= Fashion: The Power of Style (Victoria and Albert Museum)
= Gender Bending Fashion (Fashion Institute of Technology)
= Women Fashion Power (Musée des Arts Décoratifs)
= Queer Threads: Crafting Identity and Community (Museum of Fine

Arts, Boston)
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