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In our previous article, we delved into the world of jazz guitar standards,
exploring their history and the essential elements that make them enduring
classics. In this continuation, we will embark on a journey into the harmonic
vocabulary of jazz, unlocking the secrets that lie beneath the surface of
these timeless tunes.

Harmonic Vocabulary

The harmonic vocabulary of jazz is a vast and complex landscape,
encompassing a myriad of chords, scales, arpeggios, tensions, and
substitutions. Understanding this vocabulary is paramount for any jazz
guitarist aspiring to master the art of improvisation.

Chords

Jazz chords are the building blocks of harmonic progressions, providing the
foundation upon which melodies and improvisations are constructed.
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Common jazz chords include major, minor, dominant, diminished, and
augmented chords, each with its unique sound and function.

Beyond basic chords, jazz guitarists employ a vast array of extended
chords, such as seventh chords, ninth chords, eleventh chords, and
thirteenth chords. These extended chords add depth and richness to
harmonic progressions, allowing for a wider range of melodic possibilities.

Scales

Scales provide the melodic framework for improvisation. Jazz guitarists
typically utilize a variety of scales, including major scales, minor scales,
pentatonic scales, and blues scales. Each scale has its own unique
characteristics and can be used to create distinctive melodies.

In jazz, scales are often used in conjunction with arpeggios, which are
broken-down chords played in a melodic fashion. Arpeggios add harmonic
color and movement to solos, enhancing their melodic interest.

Tensions

Tensions are notes added to chords to create harmonic intrigue and
dissonance. Common tensions include the ninth, eleventh, and thirteenth.
These notes can be used to spice up basic chords, making them more
complex and interesting.

Using tensions effectively requires a deep understanding of their harmonic
function. When used judiciously, tensions can add a touch of sophistication
and depth to any jazz guitar solo.

Substitutions



Substitutions are a powerful tool for jazz guitarists, allowing them to create
unexpected harmonic shifts. Common substitutions include tritone
substitutions, modal substitutions, and parallel substitutions.

Tritone substitutions involve replacing a dominant seventh chord with a
dominant seventh chord a tritone away. This substitution creates a sense of
harmonic movement and can add a refreshing twist to standard chord
progressions.

Modal substitutions involve replacing a chord in a major or minor key with a
chord from the parallel mode. This substitution can create a unique and
exotic sound, adding a new dimension to familiar progressions.

Parallel substitutions involve replacing a chord with a chord from the same
scale degree in a different key. This substitution can create a sense of
harmonic fluidity and can provide a surprising twist to standard
progressions.

Applying the Harmonic Vocabulary

Now that we have explored the vast harmonic vocabulary of jazz, let's
delve into how to apply it to real-world playing. Here are a few tips to help
you incorporate these concepts into your playing:

Start by studying the chord progressions of jazz standards. This will
give you a solid foundation upon which to build your improvisations.

Practice scales and arpeggios extensively. This will help you develop
your dexterity and fluency on the guitar.



Experiment with different tensions to add spice and complexity to your
chords.

Learn how to use substitutions effectively to create unexpected
harmonic shifts.

Listen to recordings of great jazz guitarists to hear how they use the
harmonic vocabulary in their solos.

Exploring the harmonic vocabulary of jazz is a lifelong journey. By
embracing the concepts of chords, scales, arpeggios, tensions, and
substitutions, you will unlock the secrets of jazz improvisation and expand
your musical expressiveness exponentially.

So, grab your guitar, dive into the harmonic universe of jazz, and let the
music guide your explorations. The journey may be arduous, but the
rewards are boundless.
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