
Decorative Braids for Milanese Lace: A
Detailed Guide to Traditional Techniques
Milanese lace, renowned for its intricate beauty and delicate nature, owes
much of its charm to the decorative braids that adorn its edges. These
braids, meticulously crafted by skilled artisans, add a touch of elegance
and enhance the overall visual appeal of the lace. In this comprehensive
guide, we delve into the world of Milanese lace decorative braids, exploring
their history, techniques, and the exquisite designs they create.

History of Decorative Braids

The origins of decorative braids in Milanese lace can be traced back to the
16th century in the region of Milan, Italy. During this period, lacemakers
sought to embellish their creations with additional decorative elements, and
the idea of incorporating braids emerged. Over the centuries, these braids
have evolved in complexity and design, becoming an integral part of the
Milanese lace tradition.
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Types of Decorative Braids

There are numerous types of decorative braids used in Milanese lace, each
with its unique characteristics and visual impact. Some of the most
common include:

Punto Tagliato: A narrow, tightly woven braid created by cutting and
rejoining lace threads.

Punto Tela: A wider, flat braid with a honeycomb-like texture formed by
interlacing warp and weft threads.

Punto Buratto: A delicate, lacy braid with a frilly appearance created
by twisting and knotting threads.

Punto Rosellina: A charming braid resembling a small rosette, crafted
by folding and sewing lace threads.

Punto Picotto: A delicate, beaded braid made by looping and knotting
threads around a wire or cord.

Techniques for Creating Decorative Braids

The creation of decorative braids in Milanese lace involves a combination
of traditional techniques and skilled craftsmanship. Lacemakers utilize
specialized tools, such as bobbins, needles, and a pillow, to manipulate the
threads and form the intricate braid patterns. The process requires
precision, patience, and a deep understanding of lacemaking techniques.

Applications of Decorative Braids

Decorative braids serve both aesthetic and functional purposes in Milanese
lace. They frame the edges of the lace, adding a defined and elegant
border. Braids can also be used to create decorative inserts, medallions,



and motifs within the lace design. Their versatility allows lacemakers to
express their creativity and create truly unique and captivating pieces.

Milanese Lace Today

In the present day, Milanese lace continues to be a highly prized textile,
sought after for its beauty and craftsmanship. Decorative braids remain an
essential element of the tradition, and skilled lacemakers continue to pass
down the techniques and designs from generation to generation. Milanese
lace is used in a variety of applications, including fashion, home décor, and
ecclesiastical vestments.

Decorative braids are an integral part of the allure and beauty of Milanese
lace. Their intricate designs and meticulous craftsmanship elevate the lace
to a work of art. Through the hands of skilled lacemakers, these braids
breathe life into the delicate fabric, creating exquisite and enduring pieces
that showcase the artistry and heritage of the Milanese lace tradition.
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