
Decolonization and the Evolution of
International Human Rights in Pennsylvania:
An Expansive Journey
The process of decolonization, which began in the mid-20th century,
marked a transformative era in world history, characterized by the
dismantling of colonial empires and the emergence of independent nations.
This profound shift had a significant impact on the development of
international human rights, as newly independent states sought to establish
their own legal frameworks and assert their sovereignty. Pennsylvania, a
state with a rich history of activism and social justice, played a pivotal role
in this evolving landscape.

The Legacy of Colonialism in Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania, like many other parts of the world, bore the imprint of
colonialism. The establishment of the American colonies in the 17th century
brought with it a system of laws and practices that often marginalized and
oppressed Native American communities. The Doctrine of Discovery, a
legal principle dating back to the 15th century, provided a justification for
European powers to claim and exploit lands inhabited by non-Christian
peoples.
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Under colonial rule, Native Americans in Pennsylvania faced numerous
challenges, including the loss of their traditional lands, the erosion of their
cultural practices, and the imposition of a foreign legal system. The colonial
period also saw the of slavery, which subjected African Americans to a
brutal system of chattel slavery.

Decolonization and the Rise of Human Rights

The decolonization movement that swept the globe in the mid-20th century
challenged the foundations of colonialism and laid the groundwork for a
new era of international relations based on principles of equality and self-
determination. As former colonies gained independence, they sought to
create new legal frameworks that would protect the rights and freedoms of
their citizens.

The United Nations played a central role in the development of international
human rights law. In 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
(UDHR) was adopted by the UN General Assembly, setting forth a
comprehensive vision of the fundamental rights and freedoms that all
human beings are entitled to. The UDHR has served as a blueprint for
numerous international human rights treaties and has had a profound
impact on the development of human rights law around the world.

Pennsylvania's Role in the Human Rights Movement
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Pennsylvania has a long and distinguished history of activism and social
justice, dating back to the founding of the colony by William Penn, a
Quaker who advocated for religious tolerance and the rights of Native
Americans. In the 19th century, Pennsylvania was a hotbed of abolitionist
activity, and the state played a key role in the Underground Railroad, which
helped slaves escape to freedom in the North.

In the 20th century, Pennsylvania continued to be a leader in the human
rights movement. The state was home to numerous civil rights
organizations, including the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP) and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).
Pennsylvania also played a key role in the development of international
human rights law. In 1947, the United Nations adopted the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, which was
drafted in part by a Pennsylvanian, Raphael Lemkin.

Key Milestones in Human Rights Protection in Pennsylvania

* 1682: William Penn signs the Treaty of Shackamaxon with the Lenape
Native American tribe, establishing a framework for peaceful coexistence
and mutual respect. * 1776: The Pennsylvania Declaration of Rights,
adopted as part of the state's constitution, proclaims that "all men are born
equally free and independent, and have certain inherent and indefeasible
rights." * 1838: The Pennsylvania Abolition Society, founded in 1775, plays
a leading role in the abolitionist movement and helps to establish the
Underground Railroad. * 1947: Pennsylvania native Raphael Lemkin helps
to draft the United Nations Convention on the Prevention and Punishment
of the Crime of Genocide. * 1965: The Pennsylvania Human Relations
Commission is established to combat discrimination and promote equal
opportunity. * 1972: Pennsylvania ratifies the United States Constitution's



Equal Rights Amendment, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of
sex. * 1983: The Pennsylvania Hate Crime Act is enacted, providing
enhanced penalties for crimes motivated by bias. * 2006: The Pennsylvania
Supreme Court rules that same-sex couples are entitled to the same legal
rights and protections as heterosexual couples.

Enduring Challenges and the Future of Human Rights in Pennsylvania

Despite the progress that has been made in human rights protection in
Pennsylvania, there are still challenges that need to be addressed.
Systemic racism, economic inequality, and mass incarceration continue to
disproportionately impact communities of color. Discrimination against
LGBTQ individuals persists, and access to affordable housing and
healthcare remains a challenge for many Pennsylvanians.

To address these challenges, it is essential to continue the work of
decolonization by dismantling the systems and structures that perpetuate
inequality and oppression. This includes investing in education, affordable
housing, and healthcare, as well as reforming the criminal justice system
and addressing the historical trauma experienced by marginalized
communities.

The future of human rights in Pennsylvania depends on the continued
commitment of individuals and organizations to the principles of equality,
justice, and human dignity. By working together, we can create a more just
and equitable society for all Pennsylvanians.

The process of decolonization and the evolution of international human
rights are intricately connected narratives. As former colonies gained
independence, they sought to establish new legal frameworks that would



protect the rights and freedoms of their citizens. The United Nations played
a central role in the development of international human rights law, and
Pennsylvania, with its rich history of activism and social justice, made
significant contributions to this evolving landscape.

While much progress has been made in human rights protection in
Pennsylvania, there are still challenges that need to be addressed.
Systemic racism, economic inequality, and mass incarceration continue to
disproportionately impact communities of color. Discrimination against
LGBTQ individuals persists, and access to affordable housing and
healthcare remains a challenge for many Pennsylvanians.

To address these challenges, it is essential to continue the work of
decolonization by dismantling the systems and structures that perpetuate
inequality and oppression. This includes investing in education, affordable
housing, and healthcare, as well as reforming the criminal justice system
and addressing the histo

Decolonization and the Evolution of International
Human Rights (Pennsylvania Studies in Human Rights)
by Roland Burke

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 1061 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 240 pages

FREE

https://catalog.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Img3ZUI5ZkhqYzU5VmxkZ1NrVlk5SFFTYURzMjRNaGRUNjU4NTJObjdMVzlIekxRS1dkQm0yOUp1Wm93dG1zTG82RjNlVzZaUmZPeFNNK2FXYzBXbU5PdDNtVWx4WmR4Vm91ZjhTZ1o4b2pCdldPSFJcLzZlcnUwT2RqVERLVmZaMCtXR2RnOWdSY0VERjhLRzlvQWRDYkdwQXhJYTlNMWorYjNjemRISEJiYXkxemZWQXo3T0tiZE1ja1BJZnhZSHl3TVlVVzJtcW5xbnpvZ3l6ZG5aT0F3bHVlREcreTVxc0tcLzBrZW1IZURLV1NqZXg2ZWd6UkhTaFlUUnUxQ1lFdSIsIml2IjoiMmY1NzIwMjQ4N2NlOTRkY2E2YzZlMDE2ZGUwMTQ3OWUiLCJzIjoiYTAxZjEzYjE0NjJlYWY1ZCJ9
https://catalog.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InVubUpOTW03Q3FWMkh0elhPenFqZ0xoSWw4TVwvQmNkeDNFSnpuSnhwQkFYMVwvTWo0WnNwWGZmVUhGZFUwMHlPem1TcVJoUjlSRWlXMFFnYUxCMXBBdDV4aGlwdkFrR2lcL2tIUFwvKzBqZnlrcFpzOSsrU0xKWGd2RXlhZVZ2N1piNnFuVEdpWEdkXC9cL2FSN203c3J1OWxXTVhoRnpYV2lxenM5VXNYMkNOSEdxS0poTVRCckYwVWNuYlg3NHV4T1dIK2FCVjJNUVZzZUs0bXBuS0NKbjV1c3Y2MTdka0tZZWVCdE9KR3FVR0VkU2g1UUJDVXB4Y3FIUGc3SkIwYmkxSWwiLCJpdiI6IjIxNzQ3OWRjNmUzZTRhYzEyZTcyMzZlYmNlZGUzMTViIiwicyI6ImIxYTU5ZmIyNmUyNGMwZTAifQ%3D%3D
https://catalog.deedeebook.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlYxUkNTeVpWbmNpTUY0XC9zeUNtYUFPVnQ1Q0l1TVR0c3BpbHJpUUpoZjBHdmlySUtrZjlON0dyYlRlTk5NY3FtYzlNMG9Qc0NuWmMxOWFWcGdXQ2RsS1wvUk44dXI3WFI3RFpNS3h1NUpOVDdDZXZrbkY2YzBWUENJSTdJc1wvXC9Fa1RUbzV5SWw5VlpKVjdhYzR4NXZvNkN2Nm1xR0tucmd3OWVVczJITDFuT25RbHFMTTkxc3dVTGNaZ3VSM0l4XC96ZDFPNElmQkgyNjB4Q2FXZmNLaDluWTNEQis3OFBlN3dcL2xTY2RlWDk2U1RwTVphejRYdUFpYWNqVXZpaVFLTHIiLCJpdiI6IjcxMzkzZjY3MmZmZThiNTViZjExYWVlYjEyYTJiOTc4IiwicyI6IjAzZDJjZjQyMzMxZmJmYzAifQ%3D%3D


The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace
Research: A Comprehensive Guide
The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is a
groundbreaking and comprehensive collection of essays that examines
the intersections of...

Unveiling the Lyrical Mastery of Henri Cole's
"Blizzard Poems"
In the realm of contemporary poetry, Henri Cole's "Blizzard Poems"
stands as a testament to the transformative power of language and
imagery. Through a...

https://catalog.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Routledge%20Handbook%20of%20Feminist%20Peace%20Research%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide.pdf
https://catalog.deedeebook.com/book/The%20Routledge%20Handbook%20of%20Feminist%20Peace%20Research%20A%20Comprehensive%20Guide.pdf
https://catalog.deedeebook.com/book/Unveiling%20the%20Lyrical%20Mastery%20of%20Henri%20Coles%20Blizzard%20Poems.pdf
https://catalog.deedeebook.com/book/Unveiling%20the%20Lyrical%20Mastery%20of%20Henri%20Coles%20Blizzard%20Poems.pdf

