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Willa Cather's 1923 novel Coming, Aphrodite! is a complex and
multifaceted work that has been the subject of much critical debate. Some
critics have read the novel as a straightforward celebration of female
sexuality, while others have seen it as a more ambivalent and even
subversive text. In this essay, I will argue that Coming, Aphrodite! is a
feminist novel that offers a nuanced and ultimately positive portrayal of
female desire.

The novel tells the story of Sappho, a wealthy and independent young
woman who lives on the Greek island of Lesbos. Sappho is a talented poet
and a passionate lover, and she is drawn to Aphrodite, the goddess of love
and beauty. However, Sappho's love for Aphrodite is not simply a matter of
physical desire. She also sees Aphrodite as a symbol of female power and
creativity.
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Sappho's relationship with Aphrodite is not without its challenges. She is
often torn between her desire for Aphrodite and her fear of social
disapproval. However, in the end, Sappho chooses to embrace her love for
Aphrodite, and she becomes a powerful and influential figure in her own
right.

Coming, Aphrodite! is a groundbreaking novel for its time. It is one of the
first novels to explore the theme of female sexuality in a positive and
affirming way. Cather's portrayal of Sappho is complex and nuanced, and
she does not shy away from the challenges that Sappho faces as a woman
who loves women.

However, Coming, Aphrodite! is not simply a celebration of female
sexuality. It is also a novel that explores the complex relationship between
love, art, and power. Sappho's love for Aphrodite is a source of both
inspiration and conflict, and it ultimately leads her to a greater
understanding of herself and her place in the world.

, Coming, Aphrodite! is a powerful and moving novel that offers a nuanced
and ultimately positive portrayal of female desire. Cather's novel is a
valuable contribution to feminist literature, and it continues to inspire and
challenge readers today.

Female Sexuality in Coming, Aphrodite!

One of the most striking things about Coming, Aphrodite! is its frank and
open depiction of female sexuality. Sappho is a passionate and sensual
woman, and she does not shy away from expressing her desire. This is a
refreshing change from the way that female sexuality is often portrayed in
literature, which is often seen as something that is shameful or taboo.



Cather's portrayal of Sappho's sexuality is not simply a matter of titillation. It
is also a way of exploring the complex relationship between love, art, and
power. Sappho's love for Aphrodite is a source of both inspiration and
conflict, and it ultimately leads her to a greater understanding of herself and
her place in the world.

Sappho's sexuality is not without its challenges. She is often torn between
her desire for Aphrodite and her fear of social disapproval. However, in the
end, Sappho chooses to embrace her love for Aphrodite, and she becomes
a powerful and influential figure in her own right.

The Relationship Between Love, Art, and Power in Coming, Aphrodite!

The relationship between love, art, and power is a central theme in
Coming, Aphrodite!. Sappho's love for Aphrodite is a source of both
inspiration and conflict, and it ultimately leads her to a greater
understanding of herself and her place in the world.

Sappho is a talented poet, and her love for Aphrodite is a major source of
inspiration for her work. Her poems are full of passion and longing, and
they explore the complex emotions of love and desire. However, Sappho's
love for Aphrodite is also a source of conflict. She is often torn between her
desire for Aphrodite and her fear of social disapproval.

In the end, Sappho chooses to embrace her love for Aphrodite, and she
becomes a powerful and influential figure in her own right. Her poems are
celebrated for their beauty and passion, and she is remembered as one of
the greatest poets of all time.



Coming, Aphrodite! is a complex and multi-layered novel that explores a
wide range of themes, including female sexuality, the relationship between
love, art, and power, and the role of women in society. Cather's novel is a
groundbreaking work that offers a nuanced and ultimately positive portrayal
of female desire.

Coming, Aphrodite! is a valuable contribution to feminist literature, and it
continues to inspire and challenge readers today.
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