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Assessing students with special needs requires a thoughtful and
individualized approach that takes into account each student's unique
strengths and challenges. Accommodations and modifications are essential
tools for ensuring that all students have access to fair and equitable
assessments.

This guide will provide educators with essential information and practical
strategies for assessing students with special needs, including:

Types of accommodations and modifications

How to determine appropriate accommodations and modifications

Assessment tools and strategies for students with special needs

Inclusive assessment practices
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Types of Accommodations and Modifications

Accommodations are changes to the way an assessment is administered
or presented that do not alter the content or expectations of the
assessment. Modifications are changes to the content or expectations of
the assessment that are necessary to ensure that the assessment is
accessible to all students.

There are many different types of accommodations and modifications that
can be used for students with special needs, including:

Extended time: This accommodation allows students more time to
complete the assessment.

Reduced distraction: This accommodation reduces distractions
during the assessment, such as by providing a quiet room or
headphones.

Assistive technology: This accommodation provides students with
assistive technology devices, such as a text-to-speech program or a
calculator, to help them complete the assessment.

Alternative response formats: This accommodation allows students
to respond to the assessment in a different way, such as by writing or
drawing instead of multiple choice.

Preferential seating: This accommodation allows students to choose
a seat in the classroom that is most comfortable for them.

Modified grading: This modification changes the grading criteria for
the assessment to make it more accessible to students with special
needs.



Alternative assignments: This modification provides students with an
alternative assignment that is equivalent to the original assignment but
is more accessible to them.

How to Determine Appropriate Accommodations and Modifications

The best way to determine appropriate accommodations and modifications
for a student is to conduct a thorough assessment of the student's needs.
This assessment should include a review of the student's educational
history, current performance, and individual learning style.

Once the student's needs have been assessed, the team should develop
an individualized education plan (IEP) or a 504 plan that outlines the
accommodations and modifications that will be provided to the student.

Assessment Tools and Strategies for Students With Special Needs

There are a variety of assessment tools and strategies that can be used to
assess students with special needs. These tools and strategies should be
aligned with the student's individual needs and learning style.

Some common assessment tools and strategies for students with special
needs include:

Formal assessments: These assessments are standardized tests
that are administered by a qualified professional. They can provide
valuable information about a student's skills and knowledge.

Informal assessments: These assessments are less formal than
formal assessments and can be administered by a teacher or other
staff member. They can provide information about a student's progress
and areas of need.



Portfolio assessments: These assessments collect a variety of
student work over time to demonstrate the student's progress and
skills.

Observation assessments: These assessments involve observing
the student in a variety of settings to collect information about their
behavior and skills.

Inclusive Assessment Practices

Inclusive assessment practices are designed to ensure that all students
have access to fair and equitable assessments. These practices include:

Providing accommodations and modifications: As discussed
above, accommodations and modifications can be essential for
ensuring that students with special needs have access to fair and
equitable assessments.

Using universal design for learning (UDL): UDL is a framework for
creating learning environments that are accessible to all students,
regardless of their abilities or disabilities. UDL principles can be
applied to assessments to make them more inclusive.

Providing multiple pathways to assessment: This means providing
students with a variety of ways to demonstrate their learning, such as
through written tests, oral presentations, or projects.

Using formative assessment: Formative assessment is an ongoing
process that provides students with feedback on their progress
throughout the learning process. This feedback can help students
identify areas where they need additional support and make necessary
changes to their learning strategies.



Collaborating with parents and students: It is important to
collaborate with parents and students when developing and
implementing assessment plans. This ensures that the plans are
tailored to the student's individual needs and that the student is an
active participant in their own assessment.

Assessing students with special needs requires a thoughtful and
individualized approach that takes into account each student's unique
strengths and challenges. Accommodations and modifications are essential
tools for ensuring that all students have access to fair and equitable
assessments.

By using inclusive assessment practices, educators can create learning
environments that are accessible to all students and ensure that all
students have the opportunity to succeed.
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