
A Comprehensive Study Guide to Samuel
Huntington's "The Clash of Civilizations and
the Remaking of World Order"
Samuel Huntington's "The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of
World Order" (1996) is a highly influential work that has shaped debates
about global politics and international relations for decades. In this
comprehensive study guide, we will explore the key arguments, concepts,
and implications of Huntington's provocative thesis.
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Chapter 1: The End of History?

Huntington begins by challenging the "end of history" thesis, which argued
that the spread of liberal democracy would lead to a convergence of global
values and the end of ideological conflict. Instead, Huntington argues that
the world is entering a new era of civilizational conflict.

Chapter 2: Civilizations Defined
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Huntington defines civilizations as "the highest level of cultural grouping of
people and the broadest level of cultural identity." He identifies eight major
civilizations: Western, Confucian, Japanese, Islamic, Hindu, Slavic-
Orthodox, Latin American, and African.

Chapter 3: The Clash of Civilizations

Huntington argues that these civilizations are distinct and often
incompatible, and that their interactions are increasingly likely to lead to
conflict. He identifies the "fault lines" between civilizations as areas where
conflict is most likely to occur.

Chapter 4: The West and the Rest

Huntington argues that the West is a unique civilization that has been
shaped by its Christian and Greco-Roman roots. He warns that the West is
facing a growing threat from non-Western civilizations, particularly Islam.

Chapter 5: The Future of World Order

Huntington concludes by discussing the implications of civilizational conflict
for the future of world order. He argues that a new "global order" will
emerge, based on the conflicts and alliances between civilizations.

Critical Analysis

Huntington's work has been both praised and criticized. Critics argue that it
is deterministic, essentialist, and ignores the complexities of global politics.
However, Huntington's thesis has also been influential in shaping policy
debates about immigration, foreign policy, and the future of international
order.

Study Questions



1. What are the key arguments of Huntington's "The Clash of Civilizations"?
2. How does Huntington define civilizations, and what are the eight major
civilizations he identifies? 3. Why does Huntington believe that civilizational
conflict is likely to increase in the future? 4. What are the implications of
civilizational conflict for the future of world order? 5. Discuss the strengths
and weaknesses of Huntington's thesis.

"The Clash of Civilizations" remains a controversial and influential work that
has shaped debates about global politics for decades. Its insights into the
nature of civilizational conflict and the challenges facing the West continue
to be relevant in today's complex and interconnected world.
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The Routledge Handbook of Feminist Peace Research is a
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Unveiling the Lyrical Mastery of Henri Cole's
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In the realm of contemporary poetry, Henri Cole's "Blizzard Poems"
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